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One of the features of this
time is that days all seem
the same, and that the
weeks pass without distinction. It is hard to believe
that, this week, we arrive
at the fortieth day of Easter, the Solemnity of the
Ascension.
The Ascension is the glorification of Jesus. As St Paul
put it, in the letter to the
Philippians, he was raised
on high, and given a name
which is above all other
names, so that at the name
of Jesus every knee shall

bow. As the angel said to
the apostles, as they stood
looking up into the sky,
this Jesus will come again.
He will bring all things in
heaven and earth to a conclusion and bring them as
an eternal offering to the
Father. However, Jesus
promised us that in the
time between his glorification and his coming again
in glory, he would give us
another Advocate to be
with us. This is the gift of
the Holy Spirit.
Having told his apostles to
stay in Jerusalem until the
promised Spirit would
come from on high, they
obeyed thoroughly. They
locked themselves away at
home. Does that sound
familiar? Well, this year, as
we continue to be corralled at home, we can
imitate the apostles. They
joined in prayer with Our

Lady, and waited on the
Spirit to bring new life,
and to give them the courage for their mission. So, I
ask you to join me in praying during these days between the Ascension and
Pentecost, that is, from
Friday this week for nine
days. You can find the
prayers for the Pentecost
Novena on page 4 of the
bulletin. I will also be doing a daily reflection on the
YouTube channel. Maybe
you could find a time each
day to listen to the talk
online, and then say the
prayers. If you could add a
prayer to Our Lady, like
the Rosary, at least one
decade, then you will
know we have Our Lady
on board with the prayer
too. We will need a new
outpouring of the Spirit to
deal with getting the life of
the Church back on line
after this lockdown.

S AINT OF THE W EEK
St Paschal Baylon
1540-1592
His first name was given by
his parents because he was
born on Pentecost. He
grew up in poverty as a
shepherd, but dreamed of
religious life. He taught
himself to read, and joined
prayer to works of charity.
Being poor himself, he was
generous in sharing his
own food. He was re-

nowned for honesty. His
peaceful and pious character influenced those
around him. Paschal became a Franciscan, but
refused the priesthood. He
lived in great austerity, and
accepted the most menial
tasks with joy. He was sent
to France to witness to the
Real Presence of Jesus in
the Eucharist but was beaten by Calvinist Protestants.
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M ASS I NTENTIONS T HIS W EEK
A Private Mass (by the priest alone) will be offered for the following intentions this week
Saturday

Alf Jackson

Wednesday

Helen Dunese Stewart

Sunday

John Martin

Thursday

Ascension Day People of the Parishes

Monday

Winifred Maughan

Friday

Jimmy Killeen

Tuesday

Anna Cippone

Saturday

Mary Nixon

Additionally, Fr Prabhakar will celebrate Mass on Sunday for the People of the Parishes, and on the weekdays for the Holy Souls (November List).

PARTNERSHIP OF PARISHES ON
YOUTUBE!
Fr Julian (and a few guests) are doing Daily reflections,
Mass homilies and devotional content online, and a video
aimed at children once a week. To access the Partnership of Parishes YouTube channel, please search
YouTube for ‘Our Lady of Grace Parishes’ or use this
link https://tinyurl.com/wqtqx76

LIve streamed mass & Resources
Fr Julian is not live-streaming Mass. However, many
priests are. These range from the Cathedral to local parish churches. Have a look at what is available, to view
Mass online: https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/
parishes-with-live-streams You can also look in at the
shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham who have a livestream for Mass and Devotions at https://
www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream/

Prayer LINE

Our Prayer group are not meeting at the moment, but they are still praying! If you have any intentions that you want to
have others pray for, then please email your intentions to: prayersplease@yahoo.com This is a confidential prayer line,
subject to normal safeguarding.

By order of His Grace the Archbishop, all our churches are now closed to the public and parishioners until further notice.
Mass is celebrated privately each day, by the priest alone. Please unite your intentions to the offering to the Mass, and make a Spiritual Communion.
No other Sacraments may be celebrated at the moment other than in exceptional circumstances,
such as the last Sacraments, in danger of death. Please contact Fr Julian by email at
fr.julian@rcaob.org.uk to ensure that he receives requests quickly. Do not leave messages for
urgent matters on the parish voicemail.
Funerals are not being celebrated in church, but only graveside or crematorium services for immediate family are being offered. Requiem Mass is offered on the day of the funeral by the priest
alone. A Funeral Mass at a later time after restrictions are lifted will be able to be arranged.
Mass can still be offered for any intentions. Either place the Mass offering in an envelope, writing the intention on the outside of the envelope and clearly marking it ‘Mass Offering’, and post
it through the Presbytery door at St Joseph’s, or email Fr Julian to arrange and give the offering
later (use above email address). The same can be done for Sanctuary Lamps. Please mark envelopes ‘Sanctuary Lamp’ and preferred church. Or email and give donation later.
We still rely on your offertory! But please keep hold of your offertory envelopes or money and
let us have it when we return to church. Don’t worry about getting it to us now. If you
can please set up a Standing Order or give online (See page 3)
Fr Julian is using the time to speak to parishioners by telephone. If you or anyone you know
would like to receive a telephone call, please let Fr Julian know, preferably by email. There will
be no Parish Priest’s Open House until further notice.
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P ARISH R EGISTERS
Deaths
Of your charity please pray for the soul of Shirlene Melody Cruiz Ilagan-Bailey. Funeral service on Wednesday
27th May at Bradwell Crematorium.
It is not possible to attend funeral services, as they are restricted
to the closest family, but please pray for the souls of the dead.
Requiescat in pace
Sanctuary Lamps
This week the lamps are dedicated for:
St Joseph’s: Special Intention (MM)
Sanctuary lamps can still be dedicated. Minimum
donation £5. Please see page 2 on how to request
sanctuary lamp dedications while churches are
closed.
Fr Julian’s Camino is on hold at the moment because of
the travel restrictions. Please pray that he’ll be able to
return to Spain to finish the pilgrimage in the autumn.
You can still donate to Teenage Cancer Trust at
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
frjuliancamino
Good news! Thanks mainly to the sponsorship which
Simon Deaville obtained, we have now gone well over
£6000 raised.
You can review Fr Julian’s progress so far at his Camino
blog frjulianscamino.blogspot.com

supporting your parish financially at this time
It would be a great help to the Parishes if parishioners
would begin to pay their weekly/monthly collection
money by Standing Order from your bank to ours. It
means we can continue to receive your Collection
through this time, but also in any case, means we avoid
bank charges on paying in cash. To begin paying your
contribution to the Parish by Standing Order please use
the form here: https://tinyurl.com/uqsttlr
and deliver/post to St Joseph’s presbytery.
You can also now donate online! Please click on https://
www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/support-our-work and
choose the parish you wish to donate to.
Hospital If you know someone in hospital, ask the nurses to call the Chaplain on call. This is the best way of
notifying the Catholic chaplain on call. Otherwise, please
call the chaplaincy on 01782 676400. Please do not call
or leave messages on the Presbytery/Parish Office number, as there are specific arrangements in place, and Fr
Julian is not able to make hospital visits.

Biddulph foodbank update
We have had an increase in people coming for help from the
foodbank. Please continue to
give your food items at Sainsbury’s in Bidduph, or outside St
Lawrence’s church door 9am to
5pm any day. If you know anyone who needs help, and they cannot access any other
voucher issuer, they can contact Fr Julian by email. If
anyone has a voucher, they can post it in the Church
letterbox (around the back side of the meeting room, not
the former presbytery) before Thursday evening. Food
will then be delivered by volunteers on Friday.
Goldenhill and Kidsgrove 200 Club/Biddulph &
Packmoor 125 Club We will also be halting the draws
for four months, and will begin again at the beginning of
July. All monies paid will be held over till the two clubs
begin again.
Almighty and merciful Father, who show your love to
all your creation, we come before you asking for a
quick control of the Coronavirus currently ravaging
our world.
Hear graciously the prayers we make for those affected by the virus in various parts of the world.
Grant healing to the sick, eternal life to the dead
and consolation to the bereaved families.
We pray that an effective medicine to combat the
sickness be speedily found.
We pray for governments and health authorities
that they take the right steps for the good of the people.
Look upon us in your mercy and forgive us our failings. Amen.

P ENTECOST N OVENA
This Thursday is the Solemnity of the Ascension. Between Ascension and Pentecost we keep the Pentecost Novena. You are invited to share
in this Novena, by praying these prayers each day from Friday 22nd to Saturday 30th May. Please pray for the Universal Church, the
Church’s missions, our Diocese and our parishes. Also pray for your own renewal in the Holy Spirit. There will also be daily reflections on
the Parishes’ YouTube channel each day of the Novena.
Our Father…

Hail Mary...

Glory be…(seven times for the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit)
Prayer for the Seven Gifts
Christ Jesus, before ascending into heaven, you promised to send the Holy Spirit to your apostles and disciples. Grant that
the same Spirit may perfect in our lives the work of your grace and love. Grant us the Spirit of fear of the Lord that we may
be filled with loving reverence toward you; the Spirit of piety that we might find peace and fulfilment in the service of God
while serving others; the Spirit of fortitude that we may bear our cross with you and, with courage overcome the obstacles
that interfere with our salvation; the Spirit of knowledge that we may know you and know ourselves and grow in holiness;
the Spirit of understanding to enlighten our minds with the light of your truth; the Spirit of counsel that we may choose the
surest way of doing your will, seeking first the kingdom. Grant us the Spirit of wisdom that we may aspire to the things that
last forever. Teach us to be your faithful disciples and animate us in every way with your Spirit. Amen.
Act of Consecration to the Holy Spirit
On my knees I before the great multitude of heavenly witnesses I offer myself, soul and body to You, Eternal Spirit of God.
I adore the brightness of Your purity, the unerring keenness of Your justice, and the might of Your love. You are the
Strength and Light of my soul. In You I live and move and am. I desire never to grieve You by unfaithfulness to grace and I
pray with all my heart to be kept from the smallest sin against You. Mercifully guard my every thought and grant that I may
always watch for Your light, and listen to Your voice, and follow Your gracious inspirations. I cling to You and give myself
to You and ask You, by Your compassion to watch over me in my weakness. Holding the pierced Feet of Jesus and looking
at His Five Wounds, and trusting in His Precious Blood and adoring His opened Side and stricken Heart, I implore You,
Adorable Spirit, Helper of my infirmity, to keep me in Your grace that I may never sin against You. Give me grace O Holy
Spirit, Spirit of the Father and the Son to say to You always and everywhere, "Speak Lord for Your servant listens." Amen.
Pope St John XXIII’s Prayer
Come, Holy Spirit, renew your wonders in this our day, as by a new Pentecost. Grant to your Church that, being of one
mind and steadfast in prayer, with Mary the Mother of Jesus, and following the lead of Blessed Peter, it may advance the
reign of Our Divine Saviour, the reign of truth and justice, the reign of love and peace. Amen.

N EXT S UNDAY ’ S G OSPEL
John 17:1-11
Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said: ‘Father, the hour has
come: glorify your Son so that your Son may glorify you; and,
through the power over all mankind that you have given him,
let him give eternal life to all those you have entrusted to him.
And eternal life is this: to know you, the only true God, and
Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I have glorified you on earth
and finished the work that you gave me to do. Now, Father, it
is time for you to glorify me with that glory I had with you before ever the world was. I have made your name known to the
men you took from the world to give me. They were yours and
you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now at
last they know that all you have given me comes indeed from
you; for I have given them the teaching you gave to me, and
they have truly accepted this, that I came from you, and have
believed that it was you who sent me. I pray for them; I am not
praying for the world but for those you have given me, because
they belong to you: all I have is yours and all you have is mine,
and in them I am glorified. I am not in the world any longer,
but they are in the world, and I am coming to you.’

KEY VERSE: "Father, the hour has come: glorify your
Son so that your Son may glorify you" (v1).
TO KNOW: Since the sixteenth century, this intimate
prayer of Jesus to the Father has been called his "high
priestly prayer." Jesus spoke as though he was poised
between heaven and earth. Soon he would finish the
work that had been given to him, that of revealing the
one, eternal, merciful, righteous and ever-present God
whom he called "Father." Through Jesus' words and
deeds, and finally through his passion and death, everything he did gave glory to the Father. At the resurrection, the Father would glorify the Son. As high priest,
Jesus interceded for those who would continue his work
on earth. As in the Lord's Prayer, Jesus prayed that the
Father's sacred name (God's saving power) would protect his followers from evil (Matt 6:13).
TO LOVE: In what ways have I given glory to God today?
TO SERVE: Our Father in heaven, protect us with your
name as we await the coming of your kingdom.

